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with a letter from Chai. Hsi-mSn Ch'ing received him in the
hall. He was an official of the Imperial Tutor's household,
wearing a black gown, tight-fitting trousers, with a swastika hat
and yellow boots. He was fully armed. He made a reverence to
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing and Hsi-men returned his greeting. Then
he produced a letter and ten taels of silver. Hsi-m6n Ch'ing
asked his name,
"My name is Wang Yu and his Lordship Chai has bidden
me bring this letter to you. Until he heard the sad news of
your lady's death from his Excellency An, he knew nothing
about it/'
"When did his Excellency's letter reach the Capital?"
Hsi-men Ch'ing asked.
"In the tenth month," the messenger said. "His Excellency
completed his work as Warden of the Royal Forests within
the year, and he has now been made Senior Secretary of the
Board of Waterways. He will return to the Capital when he
has finished his present work."
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing told Lai Pao to entertain the messenger
and said that he would give him a Fetter to take back the
following day. The messenger asked where Han Tao-kuo
lived, saying that he had a letter to deliver to him, and that he
would like to see him at once because he had to return to the
Capital with the least possible delay. Hsi-m£n sent for Han
Tao-kuo and the two men had a meal together, after which
the messenger went with Han Tao-kuo to his house.
Hsi-mSn was greatly pleased to receive this letter and
showed it to Scholar WSn, "When you write the answer for
me," he said, "the style must be as good as this. I am sending
him ten kerchiefs, ten kerchiefs of silk, ten pairs of gold
tooth-picks and ten gold wine-cups. The messenger will come
to-morrow for my letter."
Scholar Wfen read the letter:
Chai Ch'ien, your kinsman in the Capital, presents his
most humble salutations. At the onset of winter he sends
this letter to his Lordship Hsi-men Ssii-ch'iian, officer of
the Imperial Guard.
Since we last parted at the Capital, there has been no
opportunity for us to meet, and this is a matter of great

